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Ur Will and Command is, and We doe hereby 

k4# aythoriſe you forthwith-to Print, Publiſh and 
diſperſe, a Certain Book, Entitulted, A. Colle#ion of 
the Petitions of divers Counties of this our Kingdome 
Subſcribed by the Gentry, Miniſters, and Freeholders 
of thoſe Counties in behalf of Epiſcopacy, the Lyturgie 


and Church Goverment , and for the eſtabliſhing our 
Rights, and Liberty of. the Subjef. And for ſo doing, 
This ſhall be your Warrant. 


Giyen at our Court at York the 
20th, of May, 1642. 


The Collector to the Reader. 


READER, 


E T me p41 thee in mind( 5 theſe times do me)Yof a ſpecial Law in (that ſingular 
pattern of 's well compoſed State Sparta. So ſenſible were they of the ll effects of 
Innovaſionsin Government, who ever propoſed anew Law, preſented himſelf with 
a Halter about his neck, his 1. .44 paid the T reſpaſſe of 4 new invented Prejudice. But 
0h ! Quantum mutantnr 'Tcmpora,quantum nos, So rare agift have the illuminated 
fancies of this allknowing Age , 1 hat old women without Spettacles can diſcover popiſh 
plots, young men and prentizes aſſume to regulate the Rebellion in Ireland Sea men and 
Marriners reform the houſe of Peers; poore-men ,porters and labourers, ſpy outa malig- 
nant party and diſcipline them; T he countrey clouted ſhoe renew the decayed trade of 
theCity T he cobler patch up a Religion, and all theſe petition for a tranſlation, both of 
Church & State,with fo little fear of the halter,that they would think themſelves negle- 
fed if they had not thanks for their care of the Republick:only he that deſires the rati(< 
cation of ai. old Law, or of a long ſetled Ep A Government looks as if the Halter 
were his ſhare ; And though there he thirty thouſand hands ſubſcribed toit; *Tis ods, 
at one of all theſe dares prefer a Petition to that purpoſe : Oh | Quispudor quod 
non przxſtet infidelitas 0h | what a ſhame is it, an ignorant Separatiſt ſhall covertly 
draw Supſcri bers out of bling zeal to looſe papers, and thoſe tobe annext to ſome Em- 
bryon yet unhatcht, and delivered in the name of a County with confidence, when a 
Knight of a (hire (hall perhaps ſmother the true child and dares not own it. That a few 
innovaſions ſhall be able to ſummon toBlack heath, Southwarke, a»4Saint-Georg's 
Fields, thoyſands of credulous people, with implicite faiths, to go along with Petitions 
ſhall be ſhewed them when they come there, for the alteration of laws and Government : 
and the reſolutions of an aſſizes or Seſſions of Fuſiices, publiſhed in all Pariſhes, ſizned 
by all the free holders of a County, for the ſupportation of Laws and Government, ſhall 
not produce one Patriot to preſent the unanimous deſires of a County : yet it falls out of- 
t: ſo when fingl? hearted men are encounter'd by a fattion, each man thinks he ſtands 
4/1ne anaſſared of a ſecond, when ten of the other confederated make . more noyſe then 
ronnn (lent men, Epiſcopacy and Lyturgie are both legally planted, at this time both 
1/aulted: The queſtion is, whether the battery , or the defence be the ſtronger, 
{i 4 charges furiouſly; the other ſuffers ſilently, patiently, and a reſerved 
1010: oft maſters a violent : But each Orthodox ſon of the Church thinks himſel* 
12 | abs cafe, that he alone is left of all the prophets, and alas, what can he do? And 
haps thou my Reader art one of thoſe, Courage man ; the ſame God that taught hin 
! 0 know he had reſerved ſeven thouſand, that had never vowed their knees to Baal, 
when he opens thy eyes can ſhew the not ſeven , but ſevent; time ſeven thouſand true 
Proteftants, that will lend their hands and hearts to uphold that apoſtolick order, thz: 
bleſſed forme of Divine Service.The buſineſs is,*tis a hard timegevery man” s afraid to 
break his ſhins by being foremnſt: But the Ice is broke already. This Colleion of theſe 
many ſleeping Petitions will ſhew every County thatthe way is open And ſince naiſe ana 
number are taken into tonſideration, ry ries, of the Aſſazlants will T beleeve, 
put [ſhame upon the Defendants to be ſo far behind. T he Juages being honourable, ani 
impartially receiving the arguments on both ſides, I preſume none will diſcover a 
diſtruſt of a fair acceptance, or betray a Truſt (out of aperſonall reſpetF) by detayn- 
ing ſuch petitions as the Counties have commited into their hands. If all ſuch as ae 
alreaay ſizned fee the light , Iam ſure this volume will be alarge one, and the numter , 
and quality of the defendants 4s much cver-ſway the oponents ; as their arguments 
drawn from the Laws of God and man, will out weigh the Motives of thoſe , who only * 
will, becauſe they will. As if it were cauſe enough to overthrow eſtabliſhed laws, that 
th:y have deſired it, though they ſhew no reaſon for it: But if all other Counties, all tr: 
Proteflants with like liberty expreſſe their affetions,the diſtraftions of the Church will 
be quickly ſetled, To that good work I have tent my hand by lendin? thee and the werl { 
this light 
Farewell. 
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PETITION DELIVERED 


In to the LORDS SPIRITUAL 
and TEMPORAL, 
By Sr THOMAS ASTON Baroxrt, (from the County Palatine of 
Cheſter concerning EPISCOPACY. 
To the HIGH and HONORABLE COURT 


of Pak Lt anmEnNTr. 


The Nobility, Knights, Gentry, Miniſters, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of the County Palatine 
of Cheſter, whoſe names are ſubſcribed in the ſeveral Sch:dules her:unto annexed, 


Humbly ſhew ; 
———— hrs divers Petitions have lately been carried about this Coun- 
I ty, againſt the preſent form of Church-government ( and the hands of 
= many perſons of ordinary quality ſolicited $0 the ſame, with pretence 
Wl to be preſented to this. Honorable Aſſembly ) which we conceiving not 

{ fo mach toaim at Reformation, as abſolute Innovation of Government, 
| and ſuch as muſt givea great advantage to the Adverſarics of our Re- 


to rejoyce at, and acknowledge with thankfulneſs, the pious care which is already taken for 
the ſuppreſſing of the growth of Popery, the better ſupply of able Miniſters, and the removing 
of all Innovation : and we doubt not, but in your great wildoms you will regulate the rigor of 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to ſuit with the temper of our Laws, and the nature of Free-rhen, 

Yet when we conſider, that Biſhops were inſtituted in the time of the Apoſtles; That they 
were the great lights of the Church in all the firſt general Counſels; thet ſo many of them ſow'd 
the ſeeds of religion in their bloods, and reſcued Chriſtianity from utter extirpation inthe Pri- 
mitive Heathen perſecutions ; that to them we owe the redemption of the puriry of the Goſpel, 
we now profeſs from Romiſh corruption z that many of them for the propagation of the truth, 
became ſuch glorious Martyrs ; that divers of them (lately and) yet living with us, have been 
ſo great afſertors of our religion againſt its common enemy of Reme; and that their Government 
hath been ſo long approved, fo oft eſtabliſhed by the Common and Statute-laws of this King- 
dom ; and as yer nothing in their Doctrine (generally taught)difſonant from the word of God, 
or the Articles ratified by Law. In this caſe to call their Government, a perpetual Vaſſalage, an 
intollerable Bondage ; And (prima facie & in audita altera parte) to pray the preſent removal of 
them, or (as in ſome of their Petitions) to ſeek the utter diſſolution and ruin of their offices(as 
Antichriſtian) we cannot conceive to reliſh of Juſtice or charity, oor can we joyn with them, 

Bur on the contrary, when we conſider the renour of ſuch writings, as in the name of Periti- 
ons,are ſpread amonglt the cxmmo i people; the renents preached publickly in Pulpirs, and the 
contents of many printed Pamphlets, ſwarming amongſt us; all of them dangerouſly exciting a 
diſobedience to the eſtabliſhed torm of Government, and their {everall intimarions of the defire 
of the power of the keys, and that their congregations may execure tccleſiaſtical cenſures with- 
in themſelves, we cannot bur expres our jult fears, that their defire 1s tointroduce an abſolute 
innovation of Presbyterial Government, whereby we who are now governed by the Canon and 
Civill Laws, diſpenſed by twenty-ſix ordinaries ( eafily reſponſal to Parliaments for any devi- 
ation from the rule of law ) conceive we ſhould becom expo'ed to the meer arbitrary govern- 
ment ofa numerous Presbyrtery, who together with their ruling Elders, will ariſe to near forty 
thouſand Church Governors, and with their adherents, muſt needs bear fo great a ſway in the 
Common wealth, that if future inconvenience ſhall be found in that Government, we humbly 
offer to conlideration, how rhe!e ſhall be reducibly by Parliaments, how conſiſtent with a Mo- 
narchy, and how dangerouſly conducible to an Anarchy, which wee have juſt cauſe to pray a- 


gainſt, as fearing the conſequences would prove the utter loſs of Learning and Laws, which ' 


mu('t neceſſarily produce an extermination of Nobility, Gentry, and Order, if not of Religon. 
With what vehemency of Spirit, theſe things areproſecurcd, and how plauſibly ſuch popular 
i-fatjons ſpread as incline roa parity, WE heid it our duty ta repreſent to this Honourable allem- 
bly ; And humbly pray, That ſome fuch preſent courſe be taken, as 1n your Wiſdome ſhall be 
thought fir to ſuppreſs the future diſperſing of ſuch dangerous difcontents amongſt the Com- 
mon-people. We having great cauie to fear, mw of all the diſtempers thar ar preſenr rthrea: 
ren 


_ 


(2) 
ren the wel-fare of the State, there is none worthy the mature and grave conſideration of 
this Honourable aſſembly, then to ſtop to the Torrent of ſuch ſpirirs before they ſwell beyond 
the bounds of Govergment; Then we doybt not but his Majeſty Perſevering in his gracious in- 
clination to hear the complaints and relieve the grievances of theSubjects in frequent Parlia- 
ments, it will ſo unite the Head and the body, ſo indifi-lubly cement the afteRions of his peo- 
ple to our Royal Soveraign, that without any other change of Government. He can never 
want revenue, nor We juſtice. 

We have preſumed to annex a Coppy of a Petition (or L:b:1l ) diſp r{:d4, and certain poſitions 
preacht in this County, which we conceive imply maitcr of dangerous conſequence to the peace 
of the Church and State, All which we humbly ſubmit to your vreat fudyments, praym, they 
may be yead, And ſhall evr pray. 


Subſcribed to this Petition. 
Four Noblemen. 
Knight Baronets, Knights and Eſquires, fourſcore and odd. 
Divines threeſcore and ten. 
Gentlemen three hundyed and odd. 
Freholders, and other Inhabitants, above ſix thouſans. 
All of the ſame County. 


— 


—_—_—— — —— CC 


To the High and Honourable Court of PARLIAMENT: 


The humble Petition of the Univerſityof OXF ORD. 


Sheweth, 


hat whereas the Univerſity hath been informed of ſeveral Petitions concerning the pre- 

ſert Government of this Church and maintenance of the Clergy, which have of late 
been exhibited to this Honorable Aſl:mbly ; We could not but think our telves bound in duty to 
Gad, and this whole Nation charity to our ſelves and Succefſors, who have, and are like to have 
more than ordinary intereſt in any reſolution thar ſhall be taken concerning Church affairs, in 
all humylity, to dehire the continuance of that form of Government, which is now eſtabliſhed 
here, and hath been preſerved in ſome of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, in a continned 
Succeſſion of Biſhops, down from :!ic very Apoltles to this preſent time; the hke whereof can- 
not be affirmed of any other form of Government in any Church. Upon which conſideration, 
and ſuch other motives as have been already repreſented ro this Honorable Parhament from o+ 
ther Perſons and places (with v/1:om we concurre) in behalf of Epiſcopacy. We earneſtly de- 
ſire, that you would prote©t chat ancient and Apoſtolical Order from ruin or diminution. 

And become further Suitcrs for the continuance of thoſe pious Foundations of Cathedral 
Cyowrches, with their Lands and Revcnues. 

As Dedicate ta the Service and Honor of God, ſoon after the Plantation of Chriſtianity in 
the Engliſh Na'10n. | 

As thought fit and uſeful to be preſerved for that end, when the Nurſeries of Superſtition 
were demoliſhed, and fo concinued in the laſt and beſt times, lince the blefled Retormation un- 
der King Edward the 6th, Queen Elizabeth, and King {ames, Princes renowned through the 
World for their piety and wiſdom. 

As approv«<d and confirmed by the Laws of this Land, ancicnt and modern: f 

As the principal outward motive and encouragement of all Students, eſpecially in Divinity, 
and the fittelt reward of ſome dzep and eminent Schollars. 

As praducing or nouriſhing in allages, many godly and learned Men, who have moſt ſtroag- 
ly aſſerted the truth of that Religion we profe(s, againlt the many tierce oppolitions of our ad- 
verſaries of &ome. 

As aff-rding a competent portion in an ingenuons way to many younger Brothers of good Pa- 
tentrage, who devote themſelves to the miniſtery of the Goſpel. 

As the only means of ſubſiſtence to a multitnde of Officers ant other Miniſters, who with 
thcir Families depend upon them, and are whoily maintained by them. 

As the main authors or upholdcrs of diverfe Schooles, Hoſpitals, High-ways, Bridges, and 
other publick and pious Workes: p 

As ipecial cauſes of much profit and advantage to thoſe Cities where they are icituate, not 
only by relieving their poor and Keeping convenient Hoſpitality, bur by occaſioning a frequent 
1eſortof Strangers from other parts, to the grear benehr of all Lradeſmen, and luhaviiantsin 
LGC places, | | 
4 


BO 

As the goodly Monuments of our Predeceſiors Piety, and preſent Honor of this Kingdoth 
in the cye of Forraign Nations. & ; | 

As the chicf ſupport of many thouſand Families of the Laity, who enjoy fair Eſtates from 
them in a free way, | 

As yiclding a conſtant and ample revenue to the Crown : 

And as by which many of the learned Profeſſors in our Fniverſity are maintained, 

The ſubverſion or alienation whereof mult (as we conceive ) notonly be attended with ſuch 
coniequences, as will redound to the ſcandal of many well affected co our Religion, but open 
the mo.iths of our adverſaries, and of Polterity againft us, andis likely in time to draw after 
it harder conditions upon a conſiderable part ofthe Laity, and univerſal cheapneſs and con- 
tempt upon the Clergy, a lamentable drooping and defection of in 
Vmverſities ; Which is cafie to foreſee, but will be hard to remedy, 

May it theref-re pleaſe t 5 Honorably Aſſembly, upon t eſe and [uch other Conſiderations as your 

; gr:at Wiſdoms ſhall ſuggeſt, to take ſuch pros Care for the cont nuance of theſe Religious Houſes 
and their R:wvenues, according to the beſt intentions of their Founders, as way be to the moſt 
further..nce of Gods glory and ſervice, the Honor of this Church and Nati n, the advancement of 
Religion and Learning, the en-ouragement of the mod:ſt hopes & honeſt endeawoys of many 
hundred Students im the Univerſities, 


Whodo and ſhall ever pray &c. _ 


dultryand knowledge in the 


Dat: Anno Dom. Muil:ſſimo ſexcent. quad. prum» e Domo Convocationis, in celebri Convent s 
Dottorum ac Magiſtrorum, omnibus & ſungulus aſſent.entibus. 


—— ——— — — 


— 


Honoratiſſimis virss Equitib't, Civibus Burgenſibus Supreme Curie Parliamentie 
SENATORIBUS Conlultiſſimis 


$14:144 cum Demil/ione. 


Senatores Honoratiſſimi, 


On veremnr ne waluentibus tanta negotia mole(ti ſimus Academia Cantabrigienſis, tum nihil 
fit aut ad Religionem certins, aut ad [plendorem nominis exc lis, quam ſaſcipere Literarum 
clientelam.In quo ſtudio, cum ſin1ularts animt veſtri propenſio ſemper elaxerit, tum nulla in remasis 


pojſit emin-re, quam ſi Eccleſie voneſt amenta ea que ſub optimis Regibus tam diy obt ingerunt, inde= 
libs tWr..72:14. 


Non enim agitur uniu Academir, non #1nius etatis. cauſa, nam nec indy ria poterit non relanogwe- 
OS 


ſcere; nec bona imdl-s alt, arquemangert, nec V0'a par:nium non 11YYu um Cadere, niſs ſpe n07: Vanda 
ſuffulciantur. Lum prematurum putemus bonus artibus occaſum imminere ſi ſtipendium id:m Militi 
fit quod Imperarori? Swnt qui expediends Scholaſticorum ambagibus, eoluend;s ant iquorum Pa- 
rum monuments, expurzande teci Romany, velu: Augir Srabulo, ſe totus impenderunt, nec 
aliam mercedcm prenſant, quam 1 Eccleſia Cathedrali tandem al:quando quaſs in ports congai eſcere 
it 2 fit, ut quod «73491 A'vlum incitie eft, 3d candidioribus ingeniis pro itimulo ft at opt 179.4 perſe- 
quenda, nec equitas judiciorum v:ſtrorumferret, improbitatem noungllorum in publicam calamitatem 
redundare.Impetigo Romana quam amplam tum [ihi natta vid bitur/e diffundendi materiam_ cim 
non ſit niſi imbelles aciu:rſarios habitura ? neque enim certamini, vacare Poſſmnt, qui id nice a ths ut 
in roſtris concionibus ſwdent ; etiam num percentiſcere nobis videmur undans atque inanem Aca- 
demiam, & antiquam paupertatem quaſi preludio perhorreſcimus.: n:cveſtra progenies non aliquands 
ventura eſt in tantarum miſcr.arum partes.Quum itaque Senatores Amplifſimi per (pes a 14 
per illecebras induſtriz,per ſubſidia fimul & ornamenta dietatis,per vincula,nervos, & firma- 
menta Literarum, velitis ſplendorem Eccleſiz, quilongitfimis ab uſque remporibus, ad noſtra 
rempora deduttus eſt, authoritate veſtra communire. Sed : 


; YI Att a quia Lingua nativa dolores deſide- 
ria [ua felic:us cxprimit, annexam Literis Petitionem benevolis auribus excipitis, | 


Honori veſtro Deditiflimi 


Procancellarins,rel quuſque cerus 


Academe CANTABRIGIENSIS 


Datze frequenti conventu noſtro Cantaby. 
tertio 14's Aprilis 1641, 


Lefta 12, Maii I641, 


B 2 To 


(4) 
To the Honorable the Knights Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Com 
mons allembled in Parliament. 


The humble Petition of the Univerſity of CAMBRIDGE 


Sheweth, 
T Hart your Petitioners have heard of divers ſuggeſtions offered to this Honorabl: Comrt by 
way of Remonſtrance, tending to the ſubverſion of Cathedral Churches, & alicnation of 
thoſe Lands by which they are ſupported, being the ancient Inherirance of the Church, Foun- 
ded and beſtowed by the Religious bounty of many Famous and renowed Kings and Princes of the 
Land, & other Benefaftors, both of the Clergy and Laity, and eſtabliſhed and confirmed unto them 
by the Laws of this Kingdom, & fo accordingly have becn employed to the advancement of 
Learning, the encouragement of Students, and preferment of Learned men, beſides many other 
pious and charitable Uſes. ; 
May it pleale this Honorable Coxrt, out of their great Wiſdom and tender care for the cherriſh- 
ing of Learning,and furtherance of the Studies, and pains of thoſe who have, and dodevote 
themſelves to the ſervice of the Church,graciouſly to proteCt, and ſecure thoſe Keligions Foun- 
dations from ruin, and Alienation ; and withal to take order that they may be reduc'd to the 
due obſervations of their Statwtes,and that all /nnovations and Abuſes,which have by ſume mens 
miſcarriages crept in, may be reformed, that ſo the Srudents of our Univerſity, which by the 
preſent fears,both are, and will be much ſfadded and dejetted, may be the berter invited to 
purſue their Sradies with alacriry, and the places them(clyes diſpoſed to the moſt ſerviceable 
and deſerving men ; according to their firſt Inſtitution. 


And your Petitioners as in duty bound ſpall ever pray, &c. 


® 


To the Honorable Houſe of Commons now Ailembled in the High 
Court of Parliament. 


The moſt humble Petition of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, and Commons with- 
in the County of Notingham, 


Humbly ſhewing, 


'F Hat whereas we are informed, that a Petition, together with a Remonſtrance, hath in the 
name of this County, been heretofore preſented to this Honorable Houſe, for the altera- 
tions in Church-Government. 

We do humbly crave leave to certifie your honors,that the fame was done without our know- 
ledg, or conſent, and that we do hereby diſ-avow the ſame, And with thelike humility, do 
defire, that the long eſtaliſhed Government of the Church may till continue, and that the a- 
bules and errors of ſome particular perſons may not cauſe the alteration of the antient Go- 
vernment; bur rather thar, ſich perſons ſhould ſutfer according to their Demerits. And we 
likewiſe humbly crave, the Book of Common Prayer, by Law eſtabliſhed, may continue in force, 
with ſuch alteration (if there be cauſe) asto your Honors Wiſdoms ſhall ſeem meer. 

And as im duty bound, we ſhall a:ily pray, &c. 
Subſcribed by one Viſcount, five Knights, abou: a hundred Gentlemen of quality, all the Clergy of 
the County, and abov: ſix thouſand Commoncrs, being all of them Communicants. 


— ___ —— 


The Remonſtrance and Petition of the County of Huntington, the 
Knights, Gentlemen, Clergy, Free-holders, and Inhabirants, 


To the Right Honorable the Lords, and Commons afſembled in Parliament for the continuance 
of the Church Government and Divine Service, or book of Common-Prayer, 


Preſented to the howſe of Peers by the Lord Privy Seal the 8. of December, 1647. 


We humbly ſhew, 
Ht whereas many attempts have been prattiſed, and divers Petitions from ſeveral Comics, and 
-Þ or wank withty this Kindome, framed and penned in a Cloſe and jubtile manner, ty import 
more than us firſt diſcernable by any ordinary eye, or that was imparted to thoſe who ſigned the ſame, 
hy” b:encarricd about t1 moſt places againſt the preſ. nt forme and frame of Church-Government, 
and [D3VinE-icTVICE, or Common Prayers, and the hands of man; p-rſons of ordinary quality ſ»llz. 
Cit.'a 
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cited to the ſame, with pretence to be preſented 'to this honourable aſſembly in Parliament, and unter 
col ur of r:movins ſom? Innovations lately crept into the Church, and worſhip of God, and reforming 
ſomes abuſ.s in the Eccl:ſiaſtical Courts which we conceiving and fearing not ſs much to aime at the tak: 
ins away of the ſaid innovations, and reformation of abuſes, as tending to an abſolute Innovation of 
Church Gwoernment, and ſubverſion of that Order and forme of Divine- Service, which hat hap- 
pily continued amongſt us ever ſince the Reformation of Religion : Ont of a tender and zealous regard 
hireunto, we have thought it onr duty, not only to diſavow all ſuch Petitions, but alſo to man f:ſt 
our publick, affcttions, and deſires to continue th: Form: of Divine-Service, and Common: Pray- 
ers, and the preſent Government of the Church, as the ſame hath 6:en continued ſince the firſt Re- 
formation, and ſtand ſo eſtabliſhed by the Laws and Statut:s of this Kin; dome, 

For when we conſider that the forme of Divine-Service exprcſ{:d a:d contain:d im the book of 
Common-Prayer, was with great care, picty and ſincerity, reviſed and reduced from all former cor- 
ruptions and Romiſh Superſtztions, der holy and ſl. :d Inſtruments of the reformation of Re- 
lizion within this Church, and was by them reſtor:d to its firſk purity, accordins as it was inſtituted 
and pradtiſcd in the primitive times ſtand:th confirmed, eſtabliſhed, and enjoyned by AF of Parlia- 
ment and Royal Injunttionss and hath ever fince had the general approbation of the godly, and a 
publick, uſe and continuance within this Church. And that Biſhops were inſtituted, and have had 
their beins and continuance ever ſince the firſt planting of Chriſtian Rel:310n among#t 1s, and the 
reſt of th: Chriſtian World, that they were the lights and Glyrious Lamps of Gods Charch, that IC 
many of them ſow:d the ſeeds of Chrijrian Relig:on in their blouds, which they wllingly powred out 
therefore, that by them C hriſtianity was reſcued and preſerved from utter extwpation in the ferce 
and moſt cru:l Perſecutions of Pagan Emperors, that to them we owe the R:demption of the parity 
of the Goſpel, and the Reformation of the Religion we now profeſs, from Romiſh corraption, that 
many of them for the propagation of the Truth became glorious Martyrs, leaving unto us an hely ex- 
amnle, and an honourable remembrance of their faith and Chriſtian fortitude, that divers of them 
lately and yet livins with us, have been ſo great aſſ-rtours and Champions of owr Rel:01on ar aint the 
Common enemy of Rome, and tha: their Gov-rnment hath been ſo antient, ſo long approved, and 
ſo often eſt abliſhed by the Lawes and Statutes of this Kingdome, and as yet nothin m their Do- 
frine ( generally taught ) diſſonant f-om the Word of God, or the Articles eſtabliſhed by Law, 
and that moſt of them are of (inzular l:arning and piety. In this caſe to Call the forme of Divine- 
Service and Common --Praver Erronious, Popiſh, Superſtitions, Idolatrons, and Blaſphemous, 
and to call the Government by Biſhops, a perpetual vaſſallage, aud intollerable bondage, and at the 
firſt flep, and b-fore th: parties concerned be heard to pray the preſent removall of them, or the at- 
ter difioluton and extirpaiion of them, their Courts and their Officers, as Antichriſtian and Diabo- 
lical, we cannot conceive to ſavour or reliſh of piety, juſtice,or charity, nor can we joyn with them here- 
in, out rath:r htmbly pray a reformation he abuſes, and puniſhment of the Off-nders, but not 
the rms or abol:tion of the Tunocent, 

Now on th: contrary, when we conſider the tenour of ſuch writings, as in the name of Petitions are 
ſpread amon; ? re Common people, the contents of many printed Pamphlets ſwarmins at London, and 
ov:r all th: Counties, the Sermons preached publickly in Pulpits, and other private places, and the bit- 
ter inv-ttiv's druulged, and commonly [poken by many 5 dawg perſons, all of themg ſhewing an extreme 
aver(encſs and d [like of the preſent Government of the Church, and Divine. Scrwice, or Common Pray- 
ers; dunzerou/y exciting 4 d:ſobeatenceto the eſtabliſhed form of Government and Church Service, 
their ſru-ral intimatjons of the deſire of the power. of the keyes, and that their congregati- 
0s my be ind.p:nd-nt, and may execute Eccleſiaſtical cenſures within themſelves whereby many ſets, 
and (curral and contrary op:nions will ſoon grow and ariſe, whereby great divifions and horrible faftions 
will ſoon enſues th:rewpon, to the breach of that union, which is the ſacred band andpreſervation of the 
Common Pp: ace of Church and State : their peremtory deſires and bold aſſuming to themſelv:s the li- 
berty of conſcieuce to introduce into the Church whatſocuer they affeft, and to refuſe and oppoſe all 
things which themſelves ſhall diſlike, and what they diſlike muit not only to themſclu:s,hut allo t all o- 
thers be ſcandalous and burdenſome, and muſt be cried out upon, as great and unſuppartable grie- 
vances,yca though the things in themſclues, be never ſo indiſferent,of never ſo long continuanze in uſe and 
pratlice, and never ſo much d:ſired and affetted of others, ſo that where three or four of them be 
in 4 pariſn, th. u1h five hundredothers deſire the uſe and continuance of things long uſed, all muit be al- 
rered or taken away as ſcandals and greivances for theſ: three or four, though to the offence of many 0- 
thers,and whatſo-ver they will hav? introduced,muſt be impoſed upon all others, and muſt by all be ad- 
mitted without ſcandal or offence whereby multitudes of godly and wel- affetted people are in ſome things 
deprived or abridzed of wat they d:fire and take OED in,and have had a long andlawful uſe and 
prattiſe of ,and other things impoſed upon them again#t their wills and liking, as Fs accompt were to 
be mad: of them,or no liberty of conſcience were left unto them : which bold attempts of [ome few to arro- 
gate to themſelves,and to exerciſe over all others, what high preſmmption is it ? and how great a tyranny 
may it prove ov:7 th: minds and conſciences of Ay a great increaſe of late of Schiſmatichs and 

S:taries 
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Seftaries, and of perſons not only ſeparating and ſequeRring th:wſclves from the publick Aſſembly at 
Common. Prayer and Divine Service, bt alſo oppoſing, and tamultwoufly interrup ing others in te 
per/ormance thereof in the publick Congregationghe frequent and many Conventicles held amoug it them, 
and their often meetings at all pad 1" ps of Aſſizes, Seſſions, Fairs, Markets, and _—_—_ 
lick Aſemblies,therr earneſt labor to ſollicit and draw the people to th:m,and the general corr:ſpona. nc? 
held among ſt them to advance their ends herein of theſe things we cannot but take notice,and muſt needs 
expreſs our juit fears,that their deſires and indeavors are to work ſome great change and mutation in 
the preſent itate of the Church Government ; and in the form and publick worſhip of God, and Divine 
Service, and Common Prayers. 

Of the Common greivances of the Kingdom,we as others,hav? been and are ſenſible,and do profeſs 
that we have juſt cauſe with joy and comfort to remember ; and with thankfulneſs to acknowled,e the 
pious care which is already taken for the ſuppreſſing of the growth of Popery,the better ſupply of able and 
painful Miniſters, and the removing of all Innovation, and we doubt not but in your great wiſdoms you 
wall regwlate the rigor and exorbitancy of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to ſuit with the temper of our Com- 
mon Laws,and th: nature and condition of Freemen. And we hope and humbly pray, that the preſent 
form of Church Government, and of Church Service,and Common Prayers, now eſtabliſhed by the Sta- 
tates of this Kingdom ſhall be ſetled, and that all ſuch as ſhall oppoſe themſelves againſt the ſame, or 
ſhall do, or (peak any thing in derogation or depraving of the ſaid Divine Seryice, or Book of Common 
Prayer, may without any further tolleration or connivance undergo the pains, puniſhment aad forfei- 
tures due th:refore ; and that ſuch care ſhall be taken for placing of Orthodox and peaceable men, Le- 
Fares in all places, whoſe Dottrine may tend rather to (ond inſtruttion and edification, then lead to 
Schiſm and Fattion ; all which we humbly ſubmit to your greet judgements, and ſhall pray to God to aſ- 
fiſt and direbt you from above with his heavenly wiſdom, to guide and bring all your conſultations to 
_ happy concluſions. 


To the High and Honorable Court of Parliament now {itting. 


The humble Petition and remonſtr ances of the Knizhts, Gentry, Clergy, Freeholders, and In- 
habitans of the County of Somerſet. 


Delivered to the Howſe of Peers by the Lord Marqueſs Hartford the 10. of December,1641. 
We hambly ſhew, 


Har having with grief of mind heard of ſundry Petitions, which have been exhibired 

to this Right Honorable Aﬀſembly, by ſome of the Clergy and Laity about London, and 
ſome Counties tending to the ſubverſion of the Church Government eſtabliſhed in this King- 
dom; We therefore tendring the Peace and Welfare of both, do inall humbleneſs preſume to 
make known our Opinions and deſires concerning the ſame; Nothing doubting, of the like 
good acceptance of our humble Petition and Remon#itrance in this behalf; being tendered with 
no leis good Aﬀection tothe Peace and Happineſs of the Church, the proſperity of His Sacred 
Majeſtv, and this whole Kingdom. __ 

For the preſent government of the Church, we are moſt thankful to God, believing it in our 
hearrs, to be the moſt pious and the wiſeſt, that any people or Kingdom upon earth hath been 
bleit withal fince the Apoſtles days ; though we may not deny, but through the frailty of Men, 
and corruption of times; ſome things of ill conſequence, and other needleſs, are ſtollen, or 
chraft iro it; Which we heartily wiſh may be reformed, and the Church reſtored to its for- 
mer Purity. And to the end, ir may be the better preſerved from preſent and future Innovation 
we wiſh, the wittingly and maliciouſly guilty, of what condition ſoever they be ( whether Bj- 
ſhops or inferior Clergy ) may receive condign puniſhment. Bur, for the miſcarriage of Govern- 
ment to deſtroy rhe Government ; we truſt it ſhall never enter into the hearts of this wiſe, 
and Honorable afſembly. 

We will nor pon to diſpute the Right of Epiſcopacy,whetherher it be Divine or not z It 
ſufficeth us t6 know that the Church Government by Biſhops is ancient, even near tothe Apo- 
ſttes days: and that it hath pleaſed God from time to time, to make them moſt glorious Inſtru- 
ments for the propagarion,and preſervation of Chriſtian Religion 3 which with their blood,th 
have frequently ſealed ro Poſterity. And how much this Kingdom in particular is indebred to 
them, for their Piery their Wiſdoms, and Sufferings ; we truſt ſhall never be forgotten, Our 
hearts deſire rherefore'is ; that the Prec:ous may be ſeparated from the Yule ; that the bad may be 
rected, and the good retained. Furthermore, having credibly heard, that our Common Prayer 
hach been mrerrupted and difpiſed of ſome miſunderſtanding or miſled People to the great 
{candal of the Religion profeſſed in our Church; We humbly beſeech you to rake into your care 
the R-drefs thereof, as of an Impiety not to be endured ; as alſo to take order for the ſevere pu- 
niſhmenr of rhoſe men (if they may be diſcovered) who frequently publiſh Pamphlets, under a 
yeilc of Rel-gion, yet conducing to confuſion and Rebellion. 


All 


(7) 
All which we humbly offer-to your Wiſdoms, as the thoughts and defires of this County. And 


as we are perſwaded of multirudes of the ſound Members of the Charch of England, and his 5+ 
cred /ajefties moſt loyal Subjects. 
Beſeeching God to diref and proſper your Councels, and ye to pardon our Errors ; we veſt 
Art your commands 
Knights, Eſquires, Divines, Gentlemen, Freeholders ; Inhabitants of 1he County of Somerſet, 
( none of them Pats, but all Proteſtants of the Church of England ) and Hb Majefties loyal 14350 
SubjeRs. 
Whereof, Knights, E quires, and Gentlemen —- 
Divines ——— 
John Browa Clerk Parliamenr, 


209 
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To the High and Honorable Court of Þ A RLIAMEN [. 


The humble Petition of the Knights, Eſquires, Gentlemen and Howſholders in the Connty of Rut- 
land, behalf of oxr ſcly:s, and owr families. 
And of the Parſons, Vicars and Curartes for the Clergy, in behalf of themſelves and their Families. 

Humbly ſhewing, 

Hat whereas there has been divers petitions exhibited to this honorable Conrt, by perſons diſaſfefed 
tothe preſent Gov:rnment, for the utter extirpation of the apoftolical Government of the Charch 
by Biſhops z they by ſednlity, and cal ſupplying the want of fair prerences for the abolition of that, which 
we hope no juſt reaſon can cond:mm: and on the other fide, many pious perſons, trac Sons of the Church of 
England, have repreſent: the y juft defires of the continuance of it, wpon great and wei hty canſes, 
both in Divinity and trye Policy ; we alſo, left we might ſeem unconcerned, and for fear leaf ogr ſilence 
ſhould be exatted as a crime at our hands if we b: deficient, to what we are perſwaded is the cauſe of 
God; in 0 pe of their pious intendments, and in allowance of their reaſons, do alſo preſs to your 
at Tribunal, and be; of you that which is the honor of K 1n.s, to be Nutricii of the Church, and ber 
moſt ancient and ſucc:ſſrve Government. 

We therefore humbly beg of you, to leave us in that ſtate the Apoſtles left the Churchin ; 
Thar the three ages of Martyrs were governed by ; That the thirteen Ages fince them have al- 
ways gloried in, ( by their Succeffion of Biſhops from the Apoſtles, proving themfelves mem- 
bers of the Catholck and —— Church),that our Laws have eſtabliſhed, ſo many Kingsand 
Parliaments have protected,into which we were Baptized ; as certainly Apoſtolical, as the ob- 
ſervation of the Lords Day, as the diſtinCtion of Book Apocryphal from Canonical, as that ſuch 
Books were written by ſuch Evangeliſts and Apoſtles ; as the conſecration of the Euchariſt by 
Presbyters; as any thing which you will do by upholding the Governmenr of the Church by 
Biſhops,which we again and again, beg of you todo, having pitty on our Conſciences, and not 
forcing of us to ſeek Communion,as yer we know not where. $9 ſhall we be bound to pray with 


amulriplied devotion, for the increafe of publick, and perſonal bleffings to your honorably aſ- 
(embly, to your noble Perſons. 


CEC—— ——— - 


We alſo do with all humility beg leave to repreſent theſe cur Confid erations, ſubjoyned, which we 
hope you will fevorably expound to be a well-meant z:al,and at leaſt, a confidence of = ind charity 


ro or onr fathers, from whom we have received, and dayly hope to receive, many iſſues of Spiritual 
Beniſon, | 


I ww E conſider that Chriſt, either left his Church withour a laſting Government, or cl(c 
Biſhops and Presbyters under them are that Government ; the former we fear to lay, 
leaſt we might ſeem to accuſe the wildom of the Father of lmprovidence, in the not providing 
for his Family ; the Feeder and the Ruler in Scripture being all one in Office, in ex reffion, in 
perſon : Sothar, ifhelefr no Rulers, he left no Feeders. Thelatter we are more ent of, for 
that Chriſt did clearly inſtitute a diſparity in the Clergy, which isthe main ſtone of offence, ap- 
pears in the Apoſtles, and ſeventy two Diſciples, to whom according to the voice of Chriften- 
dom, and traditive Interpreration of the Church. Biſhops and Presbyters reſpetively do ſuc- 
ceed ; and alſo many actually did ſucceed the Apoſtles in their Chairs, being ordained Biſhops by 
the Apoſtles themſelves rhar did ſurvive, and alfo beyond all exception that Chriſt did inſtitute a 
Government ; appears in thoſe evangelical words, (who then is that Faithful and Wiſe Steward, 
whom his ey. = make _—_ _ his hoxſheld, &c. ) which rulers are Biſhops, and Prieſts un- 
der them, or elſe the Church hath been Apoſtate from her Lord, ſhe havi 
Hundred Years had no other Rulers than loch. , ny fr os 
2. We conſider that, whether it can be a Church or no without Biſhops, is at leaſt aque- 
ſtion of great conſideration, and the Negative is maintained by Apoftolical, and primitive 
men and Martyrs, and by <1: greateſt part of Chriſtendome ; and thoſe few ( in reſpect of 
C 2 the 
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Honorable Aſſembly,and with due humility and obedienceyſubmitting to the nnanimoma concluſrons there- 
of ,yet conceive themſelves bound in Daty. 


H Umbly to repreſent to your mature conſiderations, that the preſent diſorders of many tur- 
bulent andill diſpoſed Spirits, are ſuch, as give not only occaſion of preſent diſcontent to 
your Petitioners, but ſeem to import ſome ill event without early prevention. 
The pure ſeed of our Faith (the DoCtrin of the true Reformed Proteſtan Religion ) eſtabliſhed 
by ſo many AQts of Parliament,and ſo harmonioully concurring with the confeſſions of all other 
Reformed Churches,being tainted with the Tares of divers Sects and Schilineg lately ſprung up 


amongſt us. \. 

Our pious, laudable, and ancient form of Divire Service, compoſed by the holy,Mar 
and worthy Inſtruments of Reformation eſtabliſhed by the prudent Sages of StatE( yotr reli- 
gious Predeceſſors ) honored by the approbation of many learned forraign Divines, ſubſcribed 
by the Miniftery of the whole Kingdom, and with ſuch general content received by all the Lai- 
ty,that ſcarce any Family or perſon that can read,bur are furniſhed with the Books of Common 
Prayer : In the conſcionable uſe whereof many Chriſtian hearts have found unſpeakable joy and 
comfort,wherein the famous Church of Engl. our dear Mother,hath juſt cauſe to glory ; And 
may ſhe long flouriſhin the prattiſe of ſo bleſſed a Zirwrgy ; yetit is now, not only depraved by 
many of thoſe who ſhould teach conformity to eſtabliſhed Laws, but in contempt thereofin 
many places wholly neglected. All theſe daily practiſed, with contidence,without puniſhment : 
To the great dejcCtion of many ſound Proteſtants, and occafioning fo great inſultation and re- 
zoycing in ſome Separatiſts,as they not only ſeem to portend, but menace ſome great alteration 
And not containing themſelves within the bounds of Civil Government,do commit many tumul.- 
ruous, ( if not Sacrilegious ) violences both by day.and night upon divers Churches. 

Therefore your Petitioners being all very apprehenſive of the dangerous conſequences of In- 
novation , and much ſcandalized at the preſent diſorders, 

Do all unenimouſly pray, 
That there be a4mitted mo Innovation of Do#rine or Liturgy, rbat wholly publich Service being ſs faft rooting by « long ſet- 
tled continuance in thi Ghurch,thas in our Opinion and Fudzcment, it cannot be altered ( unleſs by the advice and conſent 0 
ſome N ational Syzo1 ) without an niverſe! diſcontent. And that ſome ſpeedy courſe be taken 10 ſuppreſs ſuch Sebiſmatichs 
and Separatifts wboſe ſaFiow $piriss do evidemily endanger rhe peace both of Church and Staze. 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &'c. 
The Petition figned by Lords, Knights, Juftices of the Peace, and Elquirers & 94. 


By Gentlemen of quality, 449%. . By Diviges, $0, 
By Free- holders and others, inall z $936. 


To the Kings Aſt Excellent Majeſly and to the high Court of PARL IA ME NT. 


The humle Petition of Colleges and Halls, and others, well-willers to piety 
and Learning, throughout the Kingdom of England. 
Sheweth, 


T Hat whereas many Perſons diſ-affetted to the preſent form of Government of the Church of England 
(c5tabliſhed not only by the EcclefiaFtical, but alſo by the Common Law of this Realm,and p 
Atts of Parhamont) have of late in great multitad:s petitioned this Honorable Court againit the Or- 
ders, Honor, Furiſd'ttion, and m:ans of the Clergy: And bave publiſhed ſuch their deftres in print and 
palpit, and dayly ſeek to advance and propagate the ſame : To the great diſheartning of all Learnin 
(if ſuch deſigns f nd favor) the grievous fo of the Reformed Religion as unftable, and the mace 
able advantage of our Enemies of Rome. | 


Vv © therefore ( well weighing, that the Seminaries muſt decay when the Garden ſhall be 
waſted) in all humility moſt heartily pray your Majeſty, and this Honorable Court, that 
all the Orders of Holy Church, of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, which from the Apoſtles times 
till theſe, have withſtood ſo many practices, may have yer hopes to flouriſh under your gracious 
protection. And that by your affiſtance, under our moſt Religious Soveraign, the ancient Ca- 
tholick Faith, and Diſcipline, as alſo the devont and decent ſervice of God, in our Church Li- 
turgy, may be defended from all Innovations, and Novelties : The means and liberties of the 
Churches, as well Cathedral and Collegeat, as Parochial, to them hitherto of right belonging, 
according to the pious Wills of their bleſſed Founders, may be continued and preſerved: Many 
thouſand Families which on them depend, ſecured from ruin: And that our Nation,whoſe Laws 
already favor as much as any in the world, the right of the firſt born, may retain Eccleſiaſtical 
romorions, as the Patrimony of younger Children, the prize of labour and ſtudy, an incite- 
raent of lzarning, and a reward of thoſe that can intitle themſelves thereto by honeſt deſert, 
| And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &'c. 
This Perition is ſubſcribed, generally by all the Doors, Maſters, and Batchelor of all Degrees and Faculties in the niver- 
fy of Oxford ; and by very many other perſons of quality : Baroners, Knights,E (quires Muinifters and Genilemen, within 
the Gounties of Oxtord, Berks, Wilts, South» hampton, Dorſer, Kent, Surrey, Wettmorland, Cumberland, and otber ſhires, 


Devonſhire: 


45 
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Devonſhire Petition, 


To the Right Honorable the Lords Spiritgal and Temporal, now aſſembled in 
the Houſe of PARLIAMENT, 


The humble [nformation and Petition of the Knights, Eſquires, Gentlemen, and others 
of ability, within the Diuceſs of Exeter. 


E whoſe Names are underwritten, have for theſe many years, found the benefit and 
V comfort of Epiſcopal Government, under which we have lived hitherto peaceably, and 
happily, with great freedome and frequency of the Preaching of the Goſpel, and incourage- 
ment of the conſcionable and painfull preachers thereof. As we bleſs God for his favour to 
us in the behalf, So we doe humbly and earneſtly profeſs our deſire, that the ſame Go- 
vernment may be ſtill continued both to us, and our poſterity, ſubmitring all perſonal of- 
fences, and redreſs of abuſes to your Honourable Wiſdomes. 
In witneſs whereof we have bereunts ſubſcribed. 
Signed by Knights, Eſquires, Gentlemen, and other Inbabirants, neer upon Eight thonſand, 
The Stafford-ſhire Petition, 
To the Right Honorable the Lords and Commons aſſembled in the High Court of Parliament. 


The humble Petition of the Knights, Gentlemen, MiniSters, Freeholders, and other Inhabitants, 
within the County of Stafford, hereunto ſubſcribed, 


Who moit \umbly pray, | 
Hat the preſent publick form of Gods Worſhip, and Adminiſtration of the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment,with other Rites agreeable to Gods holy Word,and pureſt antiquity,which hath been 
formerly,ſundry times eſtabliſhed by godly Acts of Parliament,may now again in theſe broken & 
troubled times, be to Gods glory, and the Churches Peace, re cſtabliſhed, and confirmed, 

* That Epiſcopacy being the ancienteſt, and Primitive Government of the Church, renowned 
for ſucceſles, victorious againſt Schiſmes and Hereſics, and efpecially of late years, againſt that 
Hydra of Hereſfies, the Roman Papacy, glorious for ancient and late Martyrdoms, happy before 
the corruption of Poperv,and ſince the Reformation n the Plantation,and Preſervation of Truth 
and Peacc ; eminently ſerviceable to this Common-wealth, moſt compliable with the Civil Go» 
vernment (into the Fabrick,and body of which it isrivered and incorporate) and moſt apt and 
eaſie at all times by the State to be reduced into Order, may for the future,as formerly, by your 
great Authority be continued and maintained for the glory of God, preſervation of Order,Peace, 
and Unity, the Reformation and ſuppreſſion of wickedneſs and vice,and the mature prevention 
of Schilmes,Fattions and Seditions. The which we, your humble Pericioners, the more earneſtly 
beſeech your Honors to grant, for that ſtrong fear do poſſeſs our hearts, that the ſudden muration 
of a Government fo long ſcrled,ſo well known, and approved,cannot recompence with any pro- 
portionable utility, the diſturbances, and diſorders which it may work by novelty, being moſt 
confident, in your Honors, Wiſdom, and Juſtice ; That all exceihive exorbitances, and incroach- 
ments, which ſhall be found iſſuing, not from any poiſon in the natureof the Diſcipline, but ra- 
ther from the infirmity, or corruption of the perſon (unto which the very beſt Government is 
ſubject, ) ſhall be duly regulated, and corrected. 


Ard your Petitioners ſhall duly pray for your Honors heppiefl proceedings. 
Subſcribed by zooo, of the beſt quality of the County, 


— 


To the Kings moſt Excilent Majeſty, and to the Right Honorable the Lords and the 
Honorable the Houſe of Commons afſembled in Parliament. 
The moſt humble Pctition of dwyers Baronets, K nights, 7wſtices, Gentry, Miniſters and Freeholders, 
Inhabitants of the County of KEN T, within the Dioceſe of Canterbury, 


Moſt humbly ſhewing, 

T Hart notwithſtanding this Kingdom, hath by the ſingular providence of Almighty God, for 
many. years laſt paſt, happily floriſhed, above all other Nations in the Chriſtian World, 

under the Religion and Gqvernment by Law eſtabliſhed : Yer hathir been of late moſt miſera- 

bly diſtracted through the finiſter practices of ſome private perſons ill affefted to them both. 

By whoſe means the preſent Government is diſgraced and traduced, the Houſes of God are 
Prophaned, and in part defaced, the Miniſters of Chriſt are contemned and deſpiſed, the Orna- 
ments, and many Utenſils of the Church are abuſed, the Liturgy and Book of Common-prayec 
depraved, and neglected, that abſolute model of Prayer, the Lords Prayer, villified, the Sacra- 
ments of the Goſpel in ſome places unduly adminiſtred, in other places omirred, Solemn days 
of Faſting obſerved, and appointed by private perſons, Marriages illegally Solemnized, Burials 
charitably performed, and the very fundamental of our Religion ſubverted by the publica- 
tion of anew Creed, and teaching the abrogation of the Moral Law. For which purpoſe, many 
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offz five Sermons ar* daily pr{:ached, and mary impious Pampblet- printed, andin contempt of avthori'y, many do 
what ſeecmeth good in their own eyes, on'y as it there were no King. nor Government, in this our Iſracl, 

Whereby Almighty God is highly provoked, His ſacred Majeſty diſhonored, The peace of the 
Kingdom endangered, The Conſciences of the people diſquieted, The Minifters of Gods Word dif. 
heartned, and the Enemies of the Church emboldencd in their enterprilcs. 

For redreſs whereof May it pleaſe thi great and honorable Gouncel, ſpeedily 16 command a due obſervation of the Religion 
and Government, by law eſtabliſhed,im ſuch manner, as it may ſeem beſt to the picty and Wi(4om of Hi Royal Majeſty, and 
ths Honorable Court. 

Teur Petitioners 44 they ſhall confidently expeA a bleſſing from Heawen upon thi Church and Kingdom, $0 ſhill they have 
thy furiber canſe to implore the Divine A ſiftance upon thi bonorable Aſſembly. 


Subſcribed by 
Knight Baronets, and Knights 24 Eſquires and Gentlemen of notr, above 399 
Divines 108 Freebolders, and Subſidy men 800 


All within the Dioceſe of Canterbury. 


— ————— 


To the Hon. Knights Cirizens,and Burgetles of the Houſe of Commons Aſſembled in Parliament. 


The humble Petition of the Gentry, Clergy,and other inhabitants, ſubſcribed of the Counties of Flint, 
Denby, Monntgomery,Carnarvan,Angleiey, Merioneth, bezng the fix Shires of Northwales. 
As it was preſented this preſent March the 5. 1641. Accompanied with thirty thouſand hands, 


vv Hereas the preſent condition of the Church of England ( in the publick Liturgy thereot,in the ancient liberties, 

and £61 m of Government, as they do pow ſtand eftabiiſhed by Law ) hath beeu lately brought in queſtion, and 
manifold Petitions from vac ſeveral quarters of this Kingdom, and other tuch like addrefſes concerning the ſame have 
been preſented to th s honourable Houſe. , 

we His Majeftics faithful $Subj<Rs in the principalities and Counties of North wales, whom it equally concernech 
and as ſtrong]y ried in duty and conſcience,do likewiſe preſume to make our humble Remonſtrance, and we do it after 
a lorg filence and expeRation, joyned with ſome fears, 

And ti for thoſe things which concern the Publick Sexvice of God, as they be of neareſt importance, and we nothin 
doubt,bur you will take unto yur tendreſt thoug hrs, ſo we doearneſtly propound and proſtrate before you that dange- 
rous conſequence of Innovation in matters of fo high concernment as we conceive, and leaveit to your own great 
Wildoms to Judge, whar ſcruples and jealouſies are like to 2riſe, if we be raught a new and different way of ſerving 
God after a fuli pelwafion of the lawfulneſs of that which i: preſcritcd according to the word of God, not with utthe 
deliberate, and concurrent approbation ard indultry ot the moil learned of the Protetiant Church, of this and other 
Nations, avd the p zfeſſion of ſo many years inthe praftile thereof, and all fince the blelled tlme of Retormation, 

T he meer report hercot hath already produced no good effe&t, breeding in the mindes of ill diſpoſed perſons, Inſo. 
lence and contempr, in others perplexity and grief, not knowing bow to fertle themſelves, or form their obedience in 
ſuch diFraRions, and ſometimes repugnancy of commands, 

Then for the outward policy and form of Government, under the Juriſdidtion of Biſhops, bounded by Law,and kept 
within their own limits, - | x 

[eis as we believe,that form which came into this [ſland, with the firſt Plantation of Religion here,and God ſo ble 
this 1/Lundgthar Religion came early in,with the firſt dawning of the day,very near, or in the time of the Apoitles theme 
ſe!ves, Aud in the ſucceſſion of all afrer ages,the ſame hath been conſtantly maintained among vs, and that withour a. 
Ly eminent interruption, or gain {aying,evenrill theſe our dayes. 

And now trem the comfortable experience which we feele 13nd which our Fathers baverold us,of the conveniency & 
moderation of thi Government,togetber with the antiquity of the ſam. (2 {iro g argument of Gods ſpecial proteRion, 
Ve do in all humility repretent and pray that the ſame may be {tili. preſerved tire in a1) che parrs, thereof, prote ſling 
y:t withal,thar we heartily diſclaim all ſcandajuus Lonovation,and Popiſh corruption whatſoever, 

Ai as we doubt not but your great Wildoms will take care that our DoErine and Diſcipline eftabliſhed, ſhall be 
fill :n force aud obſerved,until by ſome ablolute Law, and the vpiuions of learned Convocations,or Synod(acccord. 
ing 10 the Cuſtoms ot our prudent tore-fathers in beſt times) it be orherwile ordained, 

$0 ſhall we never ceaſe 10 pray for 4 permanent bleſlng upon your Counſe!s, 10 the genera! bappineſs of Church and Kingdom. 


Tothe Sacred Majeſty, of our moſt Gracious Soveraign Lord King CHARLES. 
The bumble gratulation and petition of divers, His Majeſties Faichtu]l SubjeRs within the County Palatine of Lanca fey, 
M-{t G: actous yovereiga, 
He moſt Real and convincing'ft Teftimonics of your princely care, for the adyancement of Gods true Religion in your 
Majeftics Realmes, And the common good of all your ſubjefs. Could no leſs then draw from us ( who bave bitherrs 
in 1h-ſe ſtirring Times (4! ſtill ) thi humble acknowledgment of 6ur due and neceſſary thanks. 

We with the inmeft and choiceft thovgbrs of our ſoules, doeftceme and prixe your Majeftics moſt righteous intentions, 6 
governing your Liege people, according to the wholſome Laws of this Kingdom A thing ſo often, and with ſuch earn fineſſe 
evewsd by your ſacred Majefly, whereunto we yeeld that hearty credence, which 5 due 16 jo religiow a Prince. Weds 
«lſo with al bumility and thankfulneſs achnowledg your manifold and evident manifeftations, ( tothe World ) that you «ﬀett 
nit an arbitrary Government, but the Common proſperity, and bappineſs of all your Loyal SubjeAs : by your readineſs to 
joyn with your Parliament in ſpeedy raifing of ſorces for a timely ſuppreſſion, of that odiow Rebelliemn in ireland, by. your 
tare Proclamation for the putting im due execution the Laws againſt Papifts. &y your moſt Gracious Condiſcending 16 the 
dr fires of your Greas Council : m ſigning uhe Bill for the Trienial Parliament, for the relinquiſhing your Title impo ng upon 
Merchendige, and power of preſſing ſouldiers. For the taking away tbe $tarchamber : and High Commiſſion Court |, for 
regalateiny the Councel Table, As alſo the bil; for the forreſts and Srannerie Courts with other moſt neceſſary afts, Morcover, 
we are confident, and well aſſured of your Majeſties $61, for the advancement ef the true Proteſtans Religion. And with 
inexpreſfible joy do underſtand your moſi Chriſtian and pjow reſolution, for the preſervation of thoſe powerfal enconragements 
of Iniuftry, Learning, 'and Piety, the means and honour of the Miniſtry, ſor the maintenance and continuance of our Church 
Govenment, and ſolemne Liturgy of the Church, of long contiry ance, and general approbation of the moſt pious and learned 
of thi Nation, and of the other Counties : Compoſed ( according 10 the Primitive patterne ) by our bleſſed Martyrs and 
o:"er Religiou and learned men. As alſo your gratious plaſure, that all abuſes of Church and flate ſhall be reformed, 
according to the modell of Luren Elizaberhs daye , for ever bleſſed Go famous memory, By the one you have weakned th. hopes 
6f the ſacrilegjoms devourers vf the ( Churches P aurimony ( if there be any ſuch ) And by the other provided aguanſt all Pop fh 
 mpitzres 4nd Idolatries, and alſo agziefft the growing danger of Anabapriſts, B-owailts, and other Novelifis, Alt which piety, 
leye and j «ff ice, we brſeech God to return into your Rozal bo[ome But yes moſt gracious Soutraign there i one th:ng that ſads 
ur brarts, 6nd binders the perſefion of our happineſs which i: the miſ- andirjtanding between your M15 fly and your Pariie- 

ment 
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mert, mwherchy the hearts of your ſubicds are filed with fears and jealonſics Tuſfice negleted , ſacred 
Oramnances prophaned, ard Tradwmg impaired to the impoveriſhing of many of yeur licge people, For 
- © f . £2 FP wh. y* 'y o : * 
the removal whereef we canner find out any lawfull means nithent your May jizcs aſſiſtance and Aires 


hon, 


Wherefore we humbly beſecch vour moſt Excellent Majeſty, to Continue your moſt Chriſtian 
and Pi-ws Reſolution of Rulin, your people, according to the Laws of the Land, and mair- 
taining of rhe lame, of bei1z a zeaous Detender of tlic cſtzbliſhed Doctrine, Liturgie, and 
c;overnment 0. our Caurch from hercſies, Libertiniime, and prophaneneſs; an advancer of 
{.caraing , Piets, and Religioa, an Encourager of Learned, Pai:.tull, Orthodox Freachet $. 
Ad whatfcever vour Parliament (hall otter to your Royarl view , conducing, to this þlet- 
{»d end, the common good and tranquility of your ſubjects, to be Pleaſed tro condiſcend 

-0, and gratiou!]y to confirm, and withall to declare unto us ſome expedient way how 
vi may make a dutitull addrels unto your Parliament, for the taking away of theſe 
+ ences and impedimeitts which ſtay the happy proceedings (of that moſt konourable 
1m ly,whereot your Vajelty is tie head) which once removed, we doubt not, but you 
'he 2s near your Parlizment in | crion, as 1h attection. That there may be a bleſied har- 
mony be: wixc your Highneſs, and that great Council, we ſhall with all alacrity obſerve the 
fam*. Humbly rendring our lives, and fortu: es tor the preſervation of your Royal perſon, 
Crownand dignity, according to cur bounded duty ard and allegiance. And heartily pray- 
ing for your Majeitics long and proiperous Reign over us, 

IWe the Subſcribers of this Petition, do hereby give authority unto the Bearers hereof to put our names 
to /nch tranſcript hereof, as ſhall be pre ented to bis Majeſty. 

Arreſted by Knights and Eſqires 64. Divines 55. Gentlemen 740, Frecholders near 7000, 


To the KI NGS moſt Excellent MAJEST Y, 


The humble Petition of the County of Corawal. 
V F your Majeſiies Lryal Suk jects, In all duty reader unto your Majeſ! 'y all thankfulneſs, 


for your May: ſties unexampled f avonr, and grace in granting unto your Subjetts (in Con- 
currence with your Parliament ) fuch Laws ana Freedoms,which have moſt fully expreſſed your Ma- 
jeſties gracious gooelne ſ; unto yoizr people, and we moſt thankfull 'y recerve your Majeſties free offer of 4 
general pardon, whereef we meſt humbly acſtre tote made partakers. And we moſt humbly beſeech your 
Majeſty never 10 ſuffer your Subjetts to b: governed by an Arbytrary Government nor admit an altert= 
roin in Religion, Aud your Petitioners veg moſt fee lingly grieved for your Majeſties diſcontents : 
partly occ, ſroned by drvers [cand..lows Pamphl ct5,and no way leſſened by Seditions Sermons : Do wiſh a 
confixence of all comforts, Donour and bappiiicſs wito yerr Atajeſty : and do heartily pray for the re- 
concilement betwixe your Majcſ!y and your Poarliamezt. And in all thaskfulneſs for your Majeſties 
ſaid grace and goodneſs, your Peritto rs Ao offer theme lves moſt ready to maintain, and defend with 
their lives and fortunes, Tor / ſajeſties ſacred Perſon, Honour,and Eſtate : And lawful Prerogative 
againſt all perſons whasſoever, according to the Oaths of Allegiance aud Supremacy. 
May 22. 1642. Indorſed, 
We the Petitioners to this Petition, do conſtitute and appoint, Peter Courtney, Walter Langdon 
Benatus Bellot,and New! Bligh Eiquircs, to deliver thus Petition, in the name of the County 
of Cornwall to his ſacred Majeſty. 


To the Honourable Houſe of Commons Aﬀembled in Parliament, 


The FPumble Petition of the Gentry Miniſters and Commonalty of the County of Kent, agreed 
upon at the general Atlizcs oi the Ccunty., 

1 (eſt humbly ſheweth, 

Hat we cannot but take notice, how welcome to this Honourable Houſe, many Petitions 
have been, which yet came not irom an alicmbled Pody of any County (as this doth) we 
do therefore hcpe to find as gentle and favourable a Reception of this,as any other have found 
ag Petitions, our hearts witneſling unto us, 2s good, peaceable, and pious purpoles as the 
beſt. | 
Theſe are therciore the true and ardent deſires of this County. 

1. That you will be pleaſed toaccept our due,and hearty thanks for thoſe excellent Laws 
by his Ma jeſties grace and -oodneſs) you have ohtained for us. 

2, that all Laws againſt Papiſts, be put 1n due execution,and an account taken of their diſ. 
ar 1 ing,and that all Children of the Papiſts may be brought up in the reformed Religion. 

3. That the ſolemn Liturgy of the Church of Fxzlaxd ( Celebrious by the piety of the Zi- 
ſhops and Martyrs who compoſed it ) eſtabliſht by the ſupream Laws of this Land, atteſted and 
approved by the beſt of all Foreign Divines, confirmed by the ſybſcription of all the Miniſtry 
of this Land, a Clergy as able and Learned as any in the Chriltian-world ere enjoyed, and 
with a holy Love embraced, by the moſt and ven of all the Laity, that this holy exerciſe of Re- 
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ligion may by your Authority by enjoyed quiet and ſree from interruptions, ſcorns , 
prophaneneſle, threats and force of ſuch men, who daily doe deprave it and neglect the ulc 
of it in divers Churches, in defpight of the Laws eſtabliſhed. 

4. That Epiſcopal Government, as ancient in this Iſland «s Chrſtianity it ſelf, deduced and 
diſperſed throughout the Chriſtian world even from the Apoſtolicall times , may be preſerved 
(as the moſt pious, and moſt prudent, ardmolt ſake Government for peace of the Church, 

5. That all differences concerning Religion and Ceremonies may be referred to a lawiul 
free and Nationall Synod, as your Remonſtrance promiſeth, to a gencrall Synod of mcſl 
grave learned, pious and Judicious Divines , (the proper agents ) whole interelts, gifts, and 
callings, may quicken them in that great Worke, whoſe choyce to be by all the Clerpy of 
ſhe land , becauſe all the Clergy are to be bound by their reſolutions and'the determination 
of this Synod to bind us all when you have firſt formed them into a Law,and this we taketo be 
according to the ancient and fundamentall Law of this Land, confirmed by Magna Charta. 

6 That ſome ſpecdy and good proviſion may be made (as by his Majcſty hath heen and 
Is by all good men deſired ) againſt the odious and abominable ſcandal of ſchiſmatical and 
{editious Sermons and Pamphlets, and ſome ſevere Law made againſt Lay men, for daring to 
arrogate to themſelves, and to execute the holy funCtion of the Miniſtry , who (ſome of them . 
do ſow their impious and diſconſerted Dottrine,even in ſacred places by abuſe of facred Ord: 
nances, to the advancing of Hereſie, Schiſme, Prophanenels, Liberteniſme, Anabaptiſme and 
Atheiſme 

7. That if the coerſive power of Eccleſiaſtical Courts byway of Excommunication be already 
abrogated, or ſhall be thought fit ſo to be, that there be ſome other power and authority ſpee- 
dily eſtabliſhed, for ſuppreſſing the heynous, and now ſo much abounding fins of Inceſt, Adu'. 
tery and Fornication, and other crimes,a1d for recovering Tythes repayring of Churchse,pro- 
bate of Wils, Church aſleſſes, providing Bread and Wine for the Communion, ard choyce of 
Church Wardens, and other Officers in the Church, and eſpecially for Miniſters,who neg ic: 
the Celebrating of the holy Communion, and the Pariſhioners for net Receiving, 

8. That the Proteſlors of that Learned faculty of the Civill Lazw, and ( without which this 
Kingdome cannot but fufter manifold luconveniences) may not finde diicouragements, and fo 
divert their ſtudees and Profeſſions . 

9. That honour and profits, the powerful encouragements of Induſtry, Learning, and Piety, 
may be preſerved without further diminaticn to the Clergy. : 

10, That you pleaſe ſadly to conſider the bleeding wounds of our brethren in Irelazd, and 
with ſpeedy ſuccours endeavour to preſerve them, whereunto his Majeſty hath promiſed a gra- 
TOUS CONCUrrence, 

11. That you will pleaſe to frame an eſpecial Law cfthe Regulation of the Mititia of this 
Kingdom, ſo that the Subject may know how at once to obey, bcth his Majeſty, and both 
houtes of Parliament , a Law whereby may be left to the difcretion of Governours, as little 
as may be but that the number of Armes, and what meaſure of puniſkment ſhall te inflicted 
upon the offendours, may be expreſly ſet down in the act, and nct leſt to ary Arbitrary 
power, and that according to the preſident of former Laws, the otiendcurs may not be tricd 
out of the Connty. 

12. That the pretiovs liberty of the Subjet(theCommon birth-right of every Er gliſh-mar.) 
may be as in all theſe points preſerved entire, fo in this alſo, that no order of eitzer of bot 
Houſes, not grounded on the Laws of this Land, may be enforced on the Subject, rill it be full 
enacted by Parliament. 

13. That the Majeſties gratious meſſage of the 20 of Jan. laſt for the preſent and future 
eſtabliſhment of the Priviledges of Parliment, rhe free enjoying of our eſtates and fortunes , 
the Liberty of our pcrions, the ſecurity of the true Religion porteſled, the maintaining of his 

,Majelties juſt and Reeall authority, the eſtabliſhing his Revenue, way be taken in to ſpeedy 
canlideration, the effecting whereof will fatisfie rhe deſires ol all us his faithtull and loving 
ſubjects. 

14. That all poſſible care may betaken that the Native commodities of this Xingdome 
may have a quick vent,and that Cicathinz,and oth:r Manuta-tures may be improved, wherein 
the livelihood of many thouſands do conſilt, and that Trade may be balanced, that the impor- 
tation do not exceed rhe ex portation, otherwiſe it will prove a conſumption of the Land. 

15. That ycu- pleate to frame ſcme laws conternmng, Depopulations, Purveyances, Cart- 
taking, delayes in {uſtice, Tarfhck, Fiſhing in the Coafts, Fulling-earth, that our Sea Forts 
may he repaired, and our Ma- azine renewed. 

16. That yo1 pleaſe to conſider the gencral poverty that ſeems to overgrow this Kingdome. 

1”. Laſtly, We humbly beſeech you ro conſider the fad condition that we and the whole 
Land arein, ifa good underſtanding be not lpeed:ly renewed between his Majeſty, and both 
Houles of Parliament, | 

Our hopes are yet ab>ve cur fears, ſecure them we he ſecch you. God direct & guide your 
conlo!aticns. fer the removing of all diftruſts ard [ealoufics. tor rhe renewin g that tye of con- 
fidence and trult, (with is the higheſt happinels) berween our gracious Prince, and his loying 
Subjetts . 

And you ſhall have the daily prayers of ycur fumble Oratcrs of the Commoralty of Kent, 

To 


CY F 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Com- 
mons Aſlembled in Parliament. 


The humble Petition of the Barons, Knights, Eſquires, Gentlemen, Clergy-men, Freeholders, Sub- 
ſidy-men, and others of good Rank and Quality in the County of Oxford, 


Agrecd vpon, and ſubſcribed, at the times ' | their Meetings to take the Proteſtation ſent to them. 


Humunty Surwinkse, 
1 Hat whereas ſome Petitions bave been expoſed nfri't, the com on view und:r the names of the X' nights Gentle- 
men, Frecholders. <ubſady eeny'f the bejt Ranck and Luality 'f the County of Oxtord, as preferred to the Ho- 
rourable Houſe of Parliament, 


We do hereby crave leave,to ſhew to this Honourable Houſe, that ſuch Petitions bave not received publick Examina. 
tion amorg us, at any General mecting direfted by Authority, fur the ſervice of the County. 


Ad we your now Petitioners, knowing our ſelves to be the ajor-part of thoſe degrees within this County, and as 

deferaus to expreſs 1ur gratis de in this Honourable Houſe, for your unwcaried Labours, and the happy efefts 
ibereffor the god of (his Land and State,d» herel y offer *p in all Humility, the greateſt expreſſion of our thank/nlneſs: 
and in like maaner, our unani nous deſtres. 

That the Grvcrn:cet of this Church may continue, as is now by Law eſtabliſhed : And that the Liturgy may be 
ſetled with ſuch alterations(if therebe cau'e) as your wiſdomes ſhall approve. ; 

1 hat the Laws ag2iaſt Papiſts which oppoſe our Religion, and againſt ScQaries (of late dangerouſly encreaſed 
among us) that trouble the Peace thereof, may be put in full Execution : And where thoſe laws arc defective, ſ.ch 
further remedy therein may be provided, as to your wi{doms ſhall ſeem kit. 

T hat a free Synod of Orthodox and peaceable Divines may be convened ; according ro the form of the Primitive and 
pureſt times of Chrs/{ia"41y, tor com poling of all differencies in Dottrine and Ceremonies of Religion, 

1 hat the lafery of this County and Kingdom may be provided tor, by the diſpoling of ſuch a Militia, as may con= 
fit with the Native Liber'ics of the vubje-c, 

That you would be pleaicd ro continue your Care in haſtening the further Relief of our diſtreſſed Brethren in 
Ireland. 

Aad your Peti:icners ſh1ll be ready ro maint in with their Lives and Eſtates, his Majeſties Perſon, Honour, and 
Eſtate, rogether witt: the Rights and Priviledges of Parliament. 

And Y ur Petitizners ſhall ever pray Ge, 


To the molt Honourable and High Court of PAR LIAMENT. 
Toe bumble Petiijon of the Gentlemen, and others of the Inkabitants of the County of Cornwall. 


FJ aving ſeen and heard the many (though ſcarce divers) Peitions to this Honourable Aſſembly, by the Inhabi- 
tans of divers Countics and Cities cf chs Lanid,as alſo Corporations, Companies.and Tr2des, ſome ?g1inſt Bi- 
ſhops, ſome 2gainſt tis Common-Praye-, and all againſt ſuch judicials and things ſuper-clementary to the Region 
» { their capacity of judging, and matters only beloging to the Judicature of this grave Synod, which ſeems either 
to diſtruſt or direR, cr both, your grave wildoms + We therefore the Gentlemen,and other the Inhabitants of Corn- 
wall, with as many hearts, though not hinds, with as many good wills, thovg'tnot perſonsnot in 'mitation, butra-. 
ther b» provoca-ion, and neceſſiry,in theſe times,to ſhew our good minded affections, do humtly proſtrat: the urmoſt 
cf our ſervice at your feet In which (or rather after which)we rake leave humbly to beg. 

Thoty ou w*nld be pleaſed to bend your auxiliary and good affections to the redreſs of the diſtreſs of 1he + iſcyable 
Tr :12ſtauis in Ireland. To gar? whoſe good, proſperity, peace and tranquility, to preſerve the Sovcr=ignty of that land 
fo eur Royal ing, and to maintam bis, and th:s K,ingdo» s hono r.we ſh: willingly lay down our lives and fortuves. 

That you will e pleaſed tn contirue your great reſpett, du*rful love, and trne obedience to our Rojal Soveraign, by 
mai: taining bis juſt and no way An'ilegal Preyogat;ve : 

That yu will be picaſed to put the Laws it duerxecution againſt al Fiſvites, Sen j"ariec, Papiſts, and Recuſants. 

That you will be pleaſed to lock. upon the other fade, and auly woightng the aitimns (or rather actions) of ſ-me,(whown 
m ſt w2ncal Citizens) 9 (c urge their irregular and d# rderly Schiſmn, ad beretical Sects, into right paihs of ſex- 
wi; g God, to frequent bis Hovſ-, and to fray as well as beay, to a//ow Order and obcy Conformity,to reverence learning 
and b.w t» Authority, t» be under a Diſcipline, and lice jn urder. 

That you will be fleafed i0 munt:in and ejtabliſh the Antieat Fundamental, and ret venerable Laws, Order, and 
Diſet liae, b ab of our C wurch a "4 Common wealth, ts contivue the Revererced Office, and puniſh the offending perſs”s 
of diepe, to bave in kigh account, ant etern: Ie (4« far asin $11 lizs) the Divine and excellent form of Cummon- 
Prayer, t3 c:rrcct brain-jorgod docirt e, by your examplary preeepts ſtrike a Reverer.ce of Gods Houſe into every mans 
Brc:(} 

= 41+ will be pleaſe 1 19 i 1timate to the per ple, gour han ur rble and wiſe intentions concerning Divine Service, 
leſt wlile you bold yur pezco, ſome rejecting it in part, 0:hcy altoge her, they vainly conceive you countenance them 

Laſtly, ( Net to troubl!: y ur grcat affarrs a"y longer) th3t y1u will be pleaſed to take into your Sage confadera's or 
thiſe ſcandalous aud il affected Pamphlets, wlich fi abroad in ſuch ſmar.ns, as are able to cloud the pure Arr 0 
ir ub, and pref 11.4 darkignarance #1 theſe who have 10: the two wings of Fuſtice ard Knowledge to fly above them. 

Now to piliſh this eur w rk witha ſmooth dem nſiration of our mol ſt intents, that the tinfures which in Introdu- 
fion f-ll 04 the frye entioned fr ſents, » ay ſlide without a ſt:in from tis; We do in all humility declare, that neithey 
dijt uſt of your. intentions, mir op 012107 'f any "f our Counſels w riky vowr ears, :wen rained oy thoughts, but that 
we karzc Il: Il bzen, and arc Confide t, that this moſt wiſe Sy 04kath ever thought fit, reſolved, and will confirr into 
ation, wbat wi now bn» bly veg eſt th:ref uxc this vnr pgcſent , not ſo much a Petition, as 4 Prayer of willing and 
thankful bearts fur the &uped ſ quel , is only to ſhew o'r true inten'tons avd go'd will towards br: graci1us Majiſty , 
and th4 bigh Court, as I ([trionents of the peace rf our ſouls and bodies, for which we are una'i ' ouſly and immutably 
rjolv'd to ſpe dow d-ar-ſt blad. Publ ſh:d by F. B. Gent, 


To the Rizht Honourable the Lords and Commons Aſſembled in the High-Ceurt of Parliamant.” 
7] he hut;ble- Petition « f the Kinghts, Eſquires, Gentlemen, Miniſters, Freehclders, and other Inhabicants, within 
the County of Hereford, V ho molt hnmdly pray, 
"7 Hat the prefenr pal ck fo-m of Gods Worſhip, and the Adminiſtra:ion of the bleſſed Sacraments, with other 
Rites : grceable ro Gods be ly Word, and pureſt Antiquity, which have been ſi.ndry times eſtabl ſhed by godly 
AAQs of Parliament, may now again n theſe brokea and troubled rimes' be ty God sGlcry, add the Churches beace, 
| re-eſta.. 


re Chavlihed and confi m:d;, That Epiſcopacy being the. Antient 2nd prim't ve Government of the Churc! 
nowrcd for | ucteſl.'s, V Qorious againlt Sci ms, and Herel.cs, and cipec ally of laie ye 18 againſt tha: #1; ra0! 
- 6:05, tc R912 : aÞ*CY, glorious for ancacrt and laie Mar yre- ms,Happy before ike c« rrupt en of Pepe: y, af 
life the Retormat on in the plintation and p eſervat on of Truth and Leace, cniinen'ly (ery c:ai le totkis © ommun 
w2 :]1:t, moſt cv npl: ible wich the Civil- Government, in'o the Fabrick and body of which it is riverted and it c rpo- 
rated Ind molt apt and cate at all times by the Sta e to bereduc:d nto Order, may for the {11 ure( is te rmerly) by 
your great authority be coutin:.ed and m_ inta ned for the glury of God, the preſervation of Order, Peace,and Uni: y, 
1s Reformation and fapprefſion of witkedne's and vice, and the mature prevent on of +ehifirs, FaGio:'s, and edi- 
ons,that © arhedrals, the munumetts ot cur ; orefathers Charity, the reward t preſent Litcr-tareand turtterarce of 
Piet y, be alſo con nued. 

Tre rich, we F94r kun ble P:tiiioners the »: re carneſt!; b ſe: < y ur Fonvurs 18 grant f y tht ſtrange fears lil. 
p3(jejs our hearts, that the ſudden muacios of Grecrnment, ſ» long ſecled, ſo well known, and aptroved; cannot reco » = 
7-nce ihe diſturbances and diſmrders , w'ich it » ay work, by nuw-ly, with a» y pr oportionab'e ntjlity, being nt confi- 
dent in your Hon rs,Wiſduns and F tice, that all Exceſſes, Ex rl#:ancjes and t ncyoachments, that ſhall be found 
ifſu:ng nit from any p y[1n #1 the nature of the Piſcip/i .c, but rather from the in fix rity 8rd corruption of the Ferſms 
(unto whioh, the very b:ft Grotrament is ſubjelt ) ſyall be ducly reg lated and correfted. 

And your Vetitioners ſhall pray, &c. 

Subſcr bed'by Knights, Eſquires, and Gentlemen of qual 'ty, 68. Docors 8, Miniſters et good repute as will 1p- 
pear by the Originai Peti-ions, 150. Freeholde!s and inhabitan's of the Connty of Hereford, 26 0. 

To the Right Hononrable the Lords and Commons Aſſembled in the High-Cet1 of Parliamant, 
The huwble Petition .t the KingEts, Eſquires, Gentlemen, Muniſters, I reeholers, and other Inhabitants, within 

che County of C:yumwall. Humvly thewing, . 

" Hat w: are nole(s thank ſu'for the many excellent Laws, wbich by bis Majeſli s grate and fav» y, and your care 

a"d aſſidurſne(s, yu bav? obtained f 17 5 , then thoſe who have been » vye f rward t preſ-nt y u with Petitions; 
doubtirg not, but 46u will welco ec this with as bearty accep ance, as y u have donc any other, it proceeding from loyal 
hearts to cur Souzra'gn, atend'y carc of ur Proteſs ation, and abundance of aff tio tothe Cimn1n-wealth. and 
whereas tve underfand that thrye is a purpoſe, if not a preſniment already to this bonowrable uſe, of 8 Pcti;ion here- 
zof 12 by [1 e Fuſttces 'f the Peace tendred to ihe grand inqueſt, at vur Laſt Aſſizes, to be by them corſadered, whether fit 
to be prejented t- this honourable Houſe ;, wich wer dclibt rate debate was enuch vill'b-d, as jt was laid , but farce (as 
wc are inf rmed) indirectly rniruded wp'n divers perſons, with ut reading iy peevſul;, wany 'f them ſnccre:rafling 
therr Ot jntons, and w:ſhivg back the r ha ds, and we bavi [' rc Ired to r- 4 up.1 The abilitics þ EFF IE f i K nights 
and Burgeſſes, 0 r hands and m uths, for - atter of particular c ncern” es, yer ſince their -bſence fr.mus. and at- 
tendance in Parliament. fi 1d1'g and feeling cur 0” grievances, giving us juſt gr.unds ard fear if | dden niſ ry, by 
- dij-bedience and contempt rf 10s thus proviged with bleeding hearts, we beg the help of your Wiſdomes, 1 "dviſe 
. and apply ſme ſpeedy remedy f r thi ſe felt and feared crils, And f ras» < as there ave laiely riſen a»0"gſt us 

ome few rf the Clergy, and - any 'f the Larty, publics cor temmers and dcpravers of the Ceremonies and the $:rwice 0 

he Bog »f Com” on-prayer, by Z :w:ſhabliſh 4, irrcv rent 1ifi-rs of G24ds boauſe, and Church 4{-mblies in Þrayer 
Ci-mes, and g.niral'y diſobe/ient to Eccl fraſlical Government, f w! om many hav* ſubſcribed or ſu{ſigned t1 the ye- 
pited Pecition: Although the (264 Cere tonics and Bot k ef Common Prayer, axe ty Far the greater and diſcrectey 
1art of cur Congregations inefferſrocly and reverently received and avfrozed 

« \A\ E pray (10 way pretuming) to prefcii'e rulcs, but ſ..bmitting to your graver Ju/gmen's. that 1 Naticn-1 
: Synod of oar learned, and approved Clergy, vy the reſt to be choſen; may be convened,1nd ſome Parliamen- 
ary courſe ſpeeded, for the o1daining,conhrming and eftal) thing of the ſaid . ervice Book, and ( eremoni: +64 forts 
<4 them, or othersnot repugn nt to Gods word tencing moſt to the peace and Purity of our Rel gion and Church: 
befcre which ſertlezment, our hiynbl: defires are, that a Var lia nentary Declarat cn, may ſpececily iſſue forth, for re- 
qiiiring of obedienct to the Laws eftabl ſhed, | 

2. We lik: wi e humlly pray the continuance of that anc'e”t and ever reverenred Epiſ:cpal Government in our 
C hurch.& that the { cl nquences vt any particular perſun,miy not cave that! igh & holy officegor call "2.40 ſi fer. 

3- We pray likewiſe that n every Vautth unprovided, there may bea Preach ng Miniſter, 21d 2 compe ent main- 
tenance raiſed tor him, and where Improp iniensare, and Pieact.ing M n ters no: ſufficiently carcd for, allowance 
may be had or bettered | 

We pray I ker 'e thar ſuch of our Clergy, 5 upon enquiry, ſhall be tound eicher Scandalovs or not Orthodor, 
may be zdmonithed, and bo nd tor te berte: | ipply and difch-rg- of their Cures, or remove). | 

5. We pray hkewiſe, that ſome poſitive Law my be tn Red for Parſons and Vicars rec- vet y of their Tyihr's. and 
that ſich courſe ny be taken for the ob15i1ing of them, as miy be mol ſpeedy, and leaſt chargeable ; 7hax ſo thoſe 
thu Mir ifter at the Altar, may lite by the Altar 

6. We prav likewi'e, that for thereſtrairing and prever-irg ef nardawe licenciouſneſs,there my be ſome penal 
Law enated tor the puniſhm nt of Adul-erics, and divers other offences nu pun thiH-l- by the commen I aw. 

7. Aslizew'ſe. that there may be {-me Coerfſirs p wer « r Law, ordained f. r compe!l vg of refratory men to 
the rayment of ther rates, and t;r rhe reparart ns of their P2;iſh Churches, in which of late ſome are grown very 
rem $ and b:ckward 

8. We vray litew {e, that grear care my be taken nor only for d ſirming of Recuſants, but fur the Education 
of the'r children in the Protefiant Relig on. ; 

9. We lkew ic pray, that ſome fpeedy corrfe my be taken for the Relemntion of thoſe wofi'l Chr fian Cap- 
tiv:s in BarFary the want of 3 kom, hath cc fioned aney 1201 din:ry decay and poverty nour Maritine Towns and 
Pzriſhes, m4 thar ovr Coaſts may be { fliciewly priorded and f{cvred, | 

1, We likewiſe pray, that whereas this C © n'1 hach been ard: « ſarctarged double. at lenft, with Armies, and 
very high in Subſivies, much :zhore our a*ilitics, ard the reſpe&iv chi1g2 of divers parts of tiis K ngdome 5 we 
may (ia confderatio + hereof) be relieved in future, 

11, Ve likew ſe pray, that the Sher fis Tin, now grown an unnrceſſary Court, and only uſed to the pricvor's 
oppr:(hon of the meaner ſort of People, may be ſuppreſſed, and riken avioy, it being more burdenſome than the 
Olkice of thc Clerk of rhe Mai xct formerly hoth been, 

12 Wel kewiſe prov. that ſuch Duchy, Yennts. 4s within vr County pry over their 1ightſal Rents and Du- 
£ es un'o rhe Durtchy Oihcers. my not be dou' ly charged by Peers oh o!: the E xchequer, 4% NO1v they are, by 3% 
treme and contin ial Amercemen s. | 

T*. We likery' fe prov, thar there m1y be a reparrtionct the lecry of the Calle of S. Mawvs and thar there may 

be a ſu-ply of the winrof Ordninces, Carrizgrs, Powder, and Amm nition, nll witch it is extremely de fettive. 
A 4 thus with all hu :blencſis, ry .47 ing pr don: for with h Id "8 Fu from V uy (tr m iohty affairs but perſwaded that 
>» canſ- it corfedrrable, and may well calle: ge # pirt ef yur b-ugh s, a-d b- P'il 20h actin, fr the effef7t 4 of 
wh, as of all things Rlanding ts the Purity and peace of 'ur Church, ad Religi ”, asf r the ſafe Defence and 
Eon bf bis Majeſty bis Royal P: ft r'fy.and Kingdoms. And 1» theſ-. Your a' d ove heppiveſs a fr uniting of bis Gra- 
cinus Majeſty ard this Homrable Afſe bly tn a wut! coi (ent av comp'7uncy as fry LIT ard tr {prrous pro- 
cecdi vgs of this Parliament,w? do,and cur ſhall oy _ _ imp'ore G ds gracious aſiſtance and bliſſing. 


